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may be annoyed by distant firing, and starved out by blockade, but not assaulted. When attacked last war by the Marquis de Bouill4 General Prescott offered to join and reinforce the garrison with 700 or 800 men if Lord Hood would land him near Charles Fort at the bottom of the hill, or if he would give him a couple of frigates to land him at the back of the island. Such was his knowledge of the country that he expected to reach Brimstone Hill from thence by by-paths over the mountains, unknown to the French army. Both these proposals Lord Hood rejected, and proposed to the General to land at some distance from Basseterre, as he said, to make a diversion. General Prescott endeavoured to show the absurdity of this. His Lordship, as usual, was deaf to reason, adhered to his opinion, and told the General that if he did not choose to land the troops he would land the marines. The General submitted. As soon as he was ashore 3000 French were detached against him. He attacked and defeated their advanced guard, but the main body coming up, he was overpowered and forced to re-embark. Lord Hood remained at anchor for three weeks after this, until the garrison surrendered. The island of St. Kitts is perfectly different from the French islands. It is entirely cleared of wood, and is cultivated nearly up to the top of the mountains. This is more beneficial to the proprietors, and is conducive to health, but takes much from the beauty. In those islands, where cultivation is so general, the situation of the blacks is far less comfortable than it is in the others. They are here fed on salt provisions by the master. In the others they have lands given them, which they cultivate on Sundays and at the hours allowed for rest and meals, and by this means raise a subsistence more healthy, and a sufficiency not only for their nourishment, but also for sale. They are in general much better clothed, and are a handsomer and stouter race.
ON  BOARD  THE  PACKET, TOBTOLA BAY, 8th   June.----We
left St. Kitts, under convoy of the Cyane, on the evening of